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near future, into a customer for British trade and a contributor to the 
world's wealth." There is more of this ingenuous talk. The reader on 
the Western Hemisphere will smile when he finds the mighty inroads 
on English commerce alluded to as " pin-pricks inflicted on the long 
limbs of Greater Britain by Continental rivals." Two characteristics 
of this sumptuous volume are most noteworthy: (i) the nearly seven 
hundred pictures are photogravures, far more trustworthy in ethnology 
than any drawing can be; and (2) since the authors regard these many 
peoples in all continents as coming patrons of British trade, they treat 
them fairly, not grotesquely, and present always fine types of each. 
In a treatise devoted to the disparagement of mankind it is easy to see 
how, on the other hand, the scene would utterly change, and the races 
would not know themselves. 

The authors start out from the Malayo-Polynesian area, travel 
westward through Asia to Africa and Europe, and end with the West- 
ern Hemisphere. It would be easy to criticize the scientific statements 
of the work, but science is disclaimed, and you have only to take their 
word and enjoy one of the handsomest picture galleries of humanity, 
whose authors are in love with their kind. O. T. Mason. 

Food: Its Search, Capture, and Preparation. By Walter E. Roth. 
(North Queensland Ethnography Bulletin No. 3.) Brisbane : 
1901. 4°. 

This publication is a Queensland government document presented to 
the Houses of Parliament. Mr Roth has an office similar to that of our 
Indian Commissioner, having the title " Northern Protector of Abo- 
rigines, Queensland." In giving an account of food among the native 
Australians, he has followed somewhat the Notes and Queries of the 
Anthropological Institute in London. The captions of his chapters 
are : Meals, Middens, Food in season, Preparations for cooking vege- 
tables. Preparations for cooking meats. Cooking, Water, Minerals, 
Plants, Ants, Bees, Other insects. Grubs and caterpillars, Crustaceans, 
Mollusks, Fish, with the various methods of capture — such as transfix- 
ing, puddling the water, poisoning, bobbing, fish-hooks, hollow logs, 
baskets and cages, fish nets, stone dams and weirs, bush fences, movable 
fences, harpoons, and spears. 

Paragraphs are devoted to different animals with a description of 
the method of capture, closing with sections on cannibalism and nar- 
cotics. Nearly every one of these paragraphs is a little monograph on 
one of the humble industrial processes of the Australians, and forms a 
part of the chapter on human activities for each special topic. 

O. T. Mason. 



